
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

New Improvement Activities for MIPS Year 4 (2020) 
Performance Period 
 
Activity ID: IA_BE_25 
Activity Title: Drug Cost Transparency 
Activity Weight: High 
Activity Description: To receive credit for this improvement activity, MIPS eligible clinicians must attest that 
their practice provides counseling to patients and/or their caregivers about the costs of drugs and the patients’ 
out-of-pocket costs for the drugs. If appropriate, the clinician must also explore with their patients the availability 
of alternative drugs and patients’ eligibility for patient assistance programs that provide free medications to people 
who cannot afford to buy their medicine. One source of information for pricing of pharmaceuticals could be a real-
time benefit tool (RTBT), which provides to the prescriber, real-time patient-specific formulary and benefit 
information for drugs, including cost-sharing for a beneficiary. (CMS finalized in the Modernizing Part D and 
Medicare Advantage to Lower Drug Prices and Reduce Out of Pocket Expenses final rule (84 FR 23832, 23883) 
that beginning January 1, 2021 Medicare Part D plans will be required to implement one or more RTBT(s). 
 
 
Activity ID: IA_CC_18 
Activity Title: Tracking of clinician’s relationship to and responsibility for a patient by reporting 
MACRA patient relationship codes 
Activity Weight: High 
Activity Description: To receive credit for this improvement activity, a MIPS eligible clinician must attest that 
they reported MACRA patient relationship codes (PRC) using the applicable HCPCS modifiers on 50 percent or 
more of their Medicare claims for a minimum of a continuous 90-day period within the performance period. 
Reporting the PRC modifiers enables the identification of a clinician’s relationship with, and responsibility for a 
patient at the time of furnishing an item or service.  
 


